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$97 Billion for Florida’s Economy






Please Respond to:

Division of Animal Industry

407 S. Calhoun Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0800

Telephone:  850-410-0900


September 30, 2008
Dear Stakeholder:


This letter is to inform you of Florida’s intrastate movement requirements for sheep and goats.  As part of the National Scrapie Eradication Program the United States Department of Agriculture makes it mandatory that all sheep and goats over 18 months of age be identified by an official eartag, tattoo, or electronic implant before entering into interstate commerce.  Florida’s new regulation (5C-29), which will be in effect starting October 9, 2008, requires that all sheep and goats regardless of age be identified prior to entering intrastate commerce.  This regulation is a requirement of the national program adopted by USDA and States throughout the nation. 

The Florida Department of Agriculture hopes you will help us get the word out to producers and dealers that all sheep and goats must be identified before movement.  Thank you for helping to disseminate this important information.  By informing our stakeholders before the rule becomes official, we hope it will have minimal negative effect on their business.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office.

Sincerely,

CHARLES H. BRONSON


                                                            COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE

   Pamela Hunter, D. V. M. 
   Pamela Hunter, D.V.M., Veterinarian Manager
   Small Ruminants, Swine, and Poultry

PH/

Attachment:  Press Release

cc:  Thomas Holt, D.V.M.

        William C. Jeter, D.V.M.
        Michael Short, D.V.M.


Please Respond to:
For Immediate Release







September 30, 2008





Dr. Pamela Hunter









(850) 410-0900

     BRONSON ANNOUNCES NEW SCRAPIES RULE GOING INTO EFFECT

TALLAHASSEE—Florida Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner Charles Bronson is announcing the upcoming implementation of a new rule regulating the identification and intrastate movement of sheep and goats.  The rule, effective October 10, is designed to prevent the spread of Scrapie, a fatal, degenerative disease of the nervous system in these animals.

The rule requires that all sheep and goats moved intrastate for any reason, or when there is a change of ownership, must be identified by their flock/herd of birth, or if that information is unknown, by the flock/herd from which they originated.  Only identification methods approved by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) can be used.  These include official USDA eartags, identification tattoos, or implanted electronic microchips. 

The new rule is being done in conjunction with the USDA’s Scrapie Eradication Program which provides standards for state and federal governments and the industry to monitor, control and eradicate the disease from domestic flocks and herds in the United States.  The USDA regulates interstate movement of sheep and goats but the state rule was necessary to ensure the same standards are followed for animals moved within the state’s borders.

“It is imperative that the federal government and all the state’s work together on this eradication program,” Bronson said.  “In today’s marketplace, animals are often moved to many locations. It’s important to be able to quickly determine where they are from if they are diagnosed with Scrapie.”

Information about the flock or herd of origin is necessary because an infected animal may not show clinical symptoms for up to five years, making it more difficult to diagnose and trace back to the original herd to look for a source or other infected animals. 

The department’s Division of Animal Industry is launching an education effort to get word of the new rule out to producers, dealers, auction markets, petting zoos, 4-H clubs, and any other entities that deal with goats and sheep.

For more information about Administrative Code Rule 5C-29, the Scrapie rule, contact the Department’s Division of Animal Industry at (850) 410-0900 or visit www.doacs.state.fl.us/ai.






-30-

[image: image1.png]Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
CHARLES H. BRONSON, Commissioner
The Capitol e Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0800

www.doacs.state.fl.us






[image: image2.png]Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
CHARLES H. BRONSON, Commissioner
The Capitol e Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0800

www.doacs.state.fl.us




[image: image3.jpg]